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TEACHING YOUNG ADULTS THE IMPORTANCE OF  
MONEY MANAGEMENT AT SAN FRANCISCO FCU 

 
San Francisco, Calif. (August 26, 2010) – San Francisco FCU recently held a budgeting simulation for 
youth members of the credit union to teach them the importance of personal finance and money 
management. 
 
In a 2½ hour hands-on simulation called Mad City Money, twenty-one young adults were given a taste of 
the real world. They assumed a new identity and were assigned an occupation, salary, student loan debt, 
credit card debt, and medical insurance payments. Young adults in Mad City Money get an instant family 
and then move around to different stations to purchase housing, transportation, food, clothing, household 
necessities, day care, and other needs. In addition to several other merchants, there’s also a credit union 
for financial services, savings and investing for retirement.  
 
The young adults in attendance were very enthusiastic about the simulation and even came up with 
strategies on how to manage their money. They knew the difference between needs and wants when 
shopping at different Mad City Money merchants. Many youths purchased homes, food and furniture 
before they spent their money at the mall and on other fun things. San Francisco FCU hopes the youth 
walked away with an understanding of the importance of budgeting, how to budget sensibly and the 
consequences of spending outside of their means. 
 
“We received a lot of positive feedback from parents and teens after the Mad City Money simulation. 
Everyone had a great time. As their credit union, we hope to give our young members the knowledge and 
skills they need in the future to budget and plan their finances wisely,” says Courtney Derby, Membership 
Development Manager. 
 
Mad City Money took place on July 24, 2010 at the San Francisco Federal Credit Union’s Main Branch. 
 
About San Francisco Federal Credit Union 
San Francisco Federal Credit Union is a not-for-profit, community-based financial institution exclusively 
serving San Francisco since 1954. Today, anyone who lives, works, worships or attends school in San 
Francisco may apply for membership. We receive an ongoing superior five-star rating from 
BauerFinancial, INC., a renowned independent agency that analyzes the financial conditions of credit 
unions. Five stars is the highest attainable rating, and we have earned and sustained this rating for over 
14 years. We currently serve more than 29,000 members. 
 
San Francisco Federal Credit Union strives to be good neighbors and active contributors to the San 
Francisco community. For more information about San Francisco Federal Credit Union, please call (415) 
775-5377 or visit www.SanFranciscoFCU.com. 
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Caption: Youth participants visit Mad City Money Merchants 




